SDDC OPERATIONS CENTER

CUSTOMER ADVISORY

June 2, 2004

CA-04-06/02-0058

Subject:  Transportation Protective Service (TPS) requirements for the commercial line-haul movement of STRYKERs, AVENGERs, Bradleys, and M1-series Abrams tanks.

Purpose:  To inform customers and carriers of the proper TPS requirements to line-haul these military tactical vehicles, and to inform carriers of the consequences of brokering TPS shipments.

Background:  The Surface Deployment and Distribution Command (SDDC) is aware of several instances where subject military vehicles were ordered, via Spot Bid on the Web, without the appropriate TPS codes.  This allowed carriers, without authorization to provide TPS, to submit bids for transporting TPS shipments.  

BE ADVISED:

1.
Shippers of any item requiring TPS must mark the required TPS block(s) under GFM/ETA services when using Spot Bid on the Web.  

2.
Shippers cannot reduce the level of Transportation Protective Service required for the following items without the prior approval of the project or item manager.  However, shippers can always use protective services above and beyond what is required by the project or item manager.  

a.
The Project Manager of the Brigade Combat Team, Tank Automotive Command (TACOM) has assigned STRYKERs Security Risk Code 3 (CAT III).  The Defense Transportation Regulation (DTR) Part II Cargo Movement, Chapter 205, outlines the transportation security requirements.  These vehicles require Dual Driver Protective (DDP) and Satellite Monitoring (SNS) services. 

b.
AVENGERs and Bradleys shipped with mountable weapons or secret/classified components require a TPS dependent upon the Security Risk Code and Category of the contents.  At a minimum, these vehicles require Dual Driver Protective (DDP) and Satellite Monitoring (SNS) services.

c.
TACOM Special Program Office requires Dual Driver Protective (DDP) service for shipments of M1-series Abrams tanks with skirts and turrets.  IAW DOD 4500.9-R, they also require Protective Security Service (PSS) and Satellite Monitoring (SNS).  Skirts or turrets by themselves are also considered SECRET and must be shipped with PSS and SNS.  However, if shipped without skirts or turret, the tank no longer requires PSS, but still requires DDP and SNS as the tank is now treated as an SRC III shipment.

3.
Carriers must not broker any shipment which requires TPS.  Brokerage includes carriage obtained through freight forwarders, shipper agents, and shipper associations.  As stated in MFTRP 1-C, Item 2, “Any carrier found to be involved in the brokerage of shipments requiring TPS, as defined by the DOD Defense Transportation Regulation, will have its approval revoked to haul DOD cargo”. 

4.
Installations protect themselves against the use of brokered carriers by the act of specifying the TPS required by their shipment.  Doing so ensures that only DOD-approved carriers which are also authorized to provide TPS will have access to the bids.  

Questions regarding transportation protective services for military tactical and combat vehicle movements may be addressed to Mr. Larry Reeves at (757) 878-8123/DSN: 826, email: reevesl@sddc.army.mil or Mr. C.E. Radford at (757) 878-8040, email: radfordc@sddc.army.mil.

