Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command 

598th U.S. Army Transportation Terminal Group

UNITED STATES TRANSPORTATION COMMAND

The United States Transportation Command (USTRANS-COM), headquartered at Scott Air Force Base, Illinois, pro-vides global air, land and sea transportation to deploy, re-deploy and sustain military forces to meet national security objectives.

USTRANSCOM is composed of three service component commands and headquarters staff; the Air Force's Air Mobility Command (AMC), the Navy's Military Sealift Command (MSC) and the Army's Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command (SDDC).

MILITARY SURFACE DEPLOYMENT AND DISTRIBUTION COMMAND

The Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command, headquartered in Alexandria, Virginia, is the overland lift component and primary port manager for USTRANSCOM.

MISSION

SDDC provides global surface distribution management and services to meet National Security objectives in peace and war.

VISION

SDDC is the provider of choice for innovative, value added, surface distribution solutions for the Warfighter…anytime, anyplace, on time…every time.

To achieve this, SDDC focuses a Single Core Competency: Surface Distribution Management

In addition to the headquarters, SDDC operates through two staff elements in CONUS and three Transportation Terminal Groups:

Deputy Commanding General/Operations


  (Fort Eustis, VA.)

Transportation Engineering Agency 


  (Newport News, VA.)

597th U.S. Army Transportation Terminal Group


 (Military Ocean Terminal, Sunny Point, Southport, N.C.)

598th U.S.  Army Transportation Terminal Group 


 (Rotterdam, The Netherlands)

599th U.S. Army transportation Terminal Group


 (Wheeler Army Airfield on Oahu, Hawaii).

598th U.S. ARMY

TRANSPORTATION TERMINAL GROUP

Mission

Manages water terminal operations within the U.S. European Command and U.S. Central Command areas of operations (AOR) and sustains combat power to the warfighting Commanders.

Area of responsibility

The 598th Trans Gp directly sup-ports the areas of responsibility of the U.S. European Command (Europe, the Mediterranean and Western part of Africa), the U.S. Central Command (Middle East and the remainder of Africa), and part of the U.S. Joint Forces Command (Azores). 

Unit and detachments

To accomplish our mission, four battalions, two companies, and six detachments in eleven different countries provide necessary support. These include:

831st U.S. Army Transportation Battalion in Manama, Bahrain; with Detachments in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Qatar

838th U.S. Army Transportation Battalion in Rotterdam, The Netherlands; with the 950th U.S. Army Transportation Company in Bremerhaven, Germany; the 951st U.S. Army Transportation Company in Ipswich, United Kingdom and the Rhine River Detach-ment in Mannheim, Germany;

839th U.S. Army Transportation Battalion, in Livorno, Italy; with the Greece Detachment in Piraeus, Greece and the Azores Detachment in Praia da Vitoria, Azores, Portugal; 

840th U.S. Army Transportation Battalion in Izmir, Turkey.

In addition to operating battalions and companies, the SDDC 598th Trans Gp in Rotterdam has the following offices:

The 598th Gp Staff includes Personnel, Operations, Logistics, Resource Management and Information Management Directorates plus Staff Attorney, Command Affairs Officers, Community Activities (MWR), which support the battalions.

Ocean Cargo Clearance Authority

The Ocean Cargo Clearance Authority office (OCCA) in Rotterdam is responsible for ocean cargo booking contract administration and container tracking under the US-04 contract.

Workforce

The overall 598th Trans Gp’s peacetime workforce includes U.S. Military, U.S. Department of the Army Civilians and Local National Civilians from the various countries where the 598th Trans Gp has a presence. They are primarily involved in the planning and management of vessel operations, supervision and administration of contracts and cargo documentation. The actual stevedoring and port handling services are performed by contractors.

Total workload

The total workload of the 598th Gp for Fiscal Year ’02 was 2,063,119 Measurement Tons (MT) of import cargo and 1,460,927 MT export. On top of that, the 598th Trans Gp unpacked 13,313 MT and packed 31,836MT into containers. Additionally, the command processed 160,690 MT of import Privately Owned Vehicles.

PORT OPERATIONS - ANYTIME, ANYWHERE 

The 598th Trans Gp provides receipt, staging and documentation of cargo, as well as stow-planning of vessels. The command conducts many port operations. Some examples are:

The Persian Gulf

During Operation Desert Shield/Storm, the 598th Trans Gp moved over 40,000 pieces of equipment of the U.S. Army 7th Corps from Germany to the Gulf area. We also shipped 200,000 tons of ammunition from Europe to Saudi Arabia. 

Our units in Southwest Asia are continuously involved in equipment moves in the region.

Humanitarian Assistance

The 598th Trans Gp exported food, medical supplies, hospital equipment and clothing to the new Eastern European states and Beirut. The 598th participated in humanitarian relief programs for the people from the war-torn African nations of Somalia and Rwanda.

The 598th was also involved in the U.S. Humanitarian Relief Program by coordinating the transportation of food to support the Kurds in northern Iraq.

Sustainment Forces (SFOR) in former Yugoslavia

From 1995 till this day, the 598th Trans Gp has supported various port operations in former Yugoslavia, including the deployment of the Rapid Reaction Force to Croatia, the Bosnia Drawdown (donation of military equipment to Bosnia), and the deployment and redeployment of units participating in the Stabilization Force in Bosnia (SFOR).

Kosovo Peacekeeping Forces (KFOR) in Kosovo

During Operation Allied Force, the 598th Trans Gp supported the deployment of Task Force Hawk (the U.S. Army, Europe contingent of Operation Allied Force) through the ports of Brindisi, Italy, and Durres, Albania. 

The 598th also supported the deployment of Task Force Falcon (the U.S. contingent of KFOR, the Kosovo peace implementation force) through the ports of Bremerhaven, Germany, and Thessaloniki, Greece. 

The 598th also conducted ammunition and sustainment operations in Belgium, Norway, Sicily, Slovenia, Turkey and the United Kingdom.

Recently personnel from the 839th Battalion assisted in the deployment of KFOR material at the port of Bourgas, Bulgaria and personnel from the 840th Battalion in Constanza, Romania.        

After September 11th, 2001, the 598th proudly assisted with the sustainment of material in support of the ongoing global war against terrorism.

How the 598th  supported the liberation of Iraq

The military and civilian men and women of the Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command are responsible for a big part of the logistical success of Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom! SDDC’s U.S. and host nation personnel working with many U.S. Army reservists made it possible to keep a stream of U.S. military equipment moving to the Gulf region between November 2002 and May 2003.  The 598th U.S. Army Transportation Terminal Group played a vital role in the movement of U.S. military cargo from Continental United States (CONUS) and U.S. Army Europe’s (USAREUR) V Corps/1st AD.  Operation Iraqi Freedom kept our battalions in Europe, Turkey and Southwest Asia busy with the movement of almost 250,000 pieces (15 million square feet of cargo). This equated to over 60 vessels loaded in European ports and over 200 vessels discharged in the Gulf region. All vessels, Navy gray hull and commercial vessels were contracted through TRANSCOM’s Naval component, Military Sealift Command.   

For more information:

Civilian address:


SDDC 598th Trans Gp (Tml)

Command Affairs Office

Lylantse Plein 1

2908 LH Capelle a/d Ijssel

The Netherlands

Tel.: (31)(10) - 459 2460/2423

Fax : (31)(10) - 459 2426

Military address:

SDDC 598th Trans Gp

Command Affairs Office

Unit 6713, Box 174

APO AE 09709

Tel.: 362 - 2460/2423

Fax : 362 - 2426

World Wide Web:  http://www.sddc.army.mil

E-mail: jongb@SDDC598th.army.mil 

wetelingm@SDDC598th.army.mil

